[image: image1.jpg]UNITED NATIONS

EGYPT




Statement by the UN Resident Coordinator in Egypt Mr. James W. Rawley 

on the Occasion of the Inception Workshop of The Dahshour World Heritage Site for  Community Development Programme.
 Cairo, Saturday 10 April 2010

Dr. Zahi Hawass, Secretary General of the Supreme Council of Antiquities
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Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to be with you today to celebrate with the Government of Egypt, members of the Dahshour community and the United Nations the inception of the Dahshour World Heritage Site for Community Development Programme. 

This programme started in April 2009. It aims to achieve sustainable development in Dahshour by working simultaneously on three inter-connected fronts: preservation of cultural heritage, management of natural resources, and generation of income opportunities for residents of Dahshour. This combination has the potential for replication elsewhere in Egypt and perhaps even beyond its borders.

Allow me at the outset to express my sincere gratitude to the Government of Spain for its generous contribution of $3 million to this project via Spain’s Millennium Development Goal Achievement Fund with the United Nations. We are also grateful to Spain for its additional contribution of $11.5 million for two other programmes on climate change and private sector and development. All three of these programmes addresses pressing development needs in Egypt and are contributing to inter-sectoral coordination among national institutions and UN agencies. 
The United Nations family in Egypt is especially proud. This Dashur Programme is yet another example of the special partnership that Egypt has forged with the UN System to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

As no doubt all of you know, the MDGs set measurable, time-bound goals to reduce extreme poverty and hunger, achieve universal primary education, promote gender equality and empowerment of women, reduce child mortality, and improve maternal health in addition to other vital life improving endeavours.

Achieving the MDG targets in developing countries such as Egypt by 2015 is a challenging assignment in the best of times. With the global economic crises – financial, food, fuel, economic, pandemics, plus the increasing understood threat of climate change – achieving the MDGs not just at the aggregate, but for all regions, has become even more challenging. 

According to the Egypt Human Development Report 2008, the Sixth of October Governorate, which administers the Dahshour area, is one of the Egyptian governorates expected to achieve MDG 1 (the eradication of extreme poverty by 2015) - if development efforts are intensified. This project, therefore, is a timely opportunity to scale up efforts to meet MDG targets of poverty reduction and women’s empowerment in the Dahshour area. 

The socio economic study conducted by the programme indicates that poverty in Dahshour can be attributed to the predominance of low-income agricultural activities (70%). It is therefore crucial to create opportunities for decent work and promote development strategies and programmes that target the poor. Whenever possible, these efforts should be combined with measures to preserve cultural heritage. Such is the vision of the Dahshour World Heritage Site for Community Development Programme. Our experience suggests that poverty needs to be addressed in a holistic manner. This means that the aim of eradicating poverty must be mainstreamed into all policies, ranging from national macroeconomic strategies to local-level development efforts.

The local people in Dahshour have a special role to play in the implementation of the joint programme. Their knowledge and support will no doubt be instrumental to the success of the programme. The aim is to improve people’s livelihoods and working conditions through targeted employment-generating activities. Ensuring decent jobs for women and youth will be the focus of support to locally driven micro and small enterprises.

The other feature of the Dahshour joint programme is that it seeks to protect the pristine nature of the Dahshour pyramid complex. This will be done through capacity development to manage Dahshour’s cultural heritage and adjacent natural resources. Archaeological inspectors will be trained so they can ensure the site’s continued preservation and sustainable use by visiting tourists. The programme will also foster better understanding of the rich Dahshour eco-system, whose preservation will be guaranteed by making it an officially declared protected area.

The Dahshour programme brings together a number of Government partners, namely the Social Fund for Development, the Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA), the Industrial Modernization Centre (IMC), the Ministry of Tourism, the Tourism Development Authority, together with the Supreme Council of Antiquities, as well as the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation.

Likewise, it will draw on the expertise and support of five UN agencies, namely: the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Trade Organization (WTO), the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), the International Labour Organization (ILO) and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am confident that programmes such as the Dahshour World Heritage Site for Community Development will succeed in improving the quality of life of the people of Dashur while at the same time contributing to the preservation of the areas unique cultural heritage and biodiversity for future generations.

In closing, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to the people of Dahshour and all our partners for their unwavering support and hard work over the past year. And special thanks to Dr. Zahi Hawass and our dear colleagues at the Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA) for kindly hosting us here today.

Thank you
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