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I would like to begin my brief remarks by thanking Cairo University, and you personally Dr. Kamel, for hosting today’s event at this beautiful and historical Main Hall and for the University’s continuous collaboration and partnership with UN Agencies in Egypt.  Over the years, Cairo University has productively partnered with several UN Agencies on a number of development initiatives - a collaboration which I am pleased to see is getting stronger. The University has also demonstrated a strong commitment to global development priorities including raising awareness on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which, as you know, aim to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, achieve universal primary education, promote gender equality, reduce child mortality, improve maternal health, combat HIV/AIDS and other diseases, ensure environmental sustainability, and develop a global partnership for development. 
In an effort to harness the energy, imagination and initiative of the world’s youth in overcoming the challenges facing humankind, from enhancing peace to boosting economic development, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed an International Year of Youth starting on 12 August 2010. 

In its resolution proclaiming the Year, the UN General Assembly called on governments, civil society, individuals and communities worldwide to support activities at local and international levels to mark the event. Under the theme ‘Dialogue and Mutual Understanding,’ the Year aims to encourage dialogue and understanding across generations and promote the ideals of peace, respect for human rights, freedoms, and solidarity. It also encourages young people to dedicate themselves to do their part to help attain the MGDs for all people, including women and children, and people living with disabilities, and in all regions, with special attention to those areas where poverty rates are highest. 

I am truly delighted to take part in the pre-launch of the International Year of Youth in Egypt today. As you may have noted, officially the year is scheduled to start on 12 August 2010. However, since this date coincides with the summer vacation as well as with the Holy Month of Ramadan, the aim to of today’s consultation is to solicit your feedback and inputs in identifying potential youth-related activities that you hope to see rolled-out throughout the year. 
I am also happy to announce that on the 26th of February 2010, the Social Contract Center, a project UNDP is supporting in partnership with IDSC and the Italian Government, launched a youth website which not only targets youth but is also managed by young people. I urge you all to visit this website as this would be a great opportunity to share ideas and suggestions. You will be hearing more about the website in the following session.
You will also get a chance today to be among the first to receive a featured presentation on the upcoming 2010 Egypt Human Development Report on Youth in Egypt by Dr. Heba Handoussa, the Lead Author of the Report. The Report is still in draft form and today’s consultation no doubt will enrich its content as well as validate its scope and objectives.
I would like to emphasize that the International Year of Youth can generate much needed attention for youth participation and youth development and can provide an impetus to partnerships among youth organizations around the world. We hope that you will join us in celebrating the Year. In the limited time that we have before the year commences, we encourage you to organize activities that promote an increased understanding of the importance and benefits of youth participation in all aspects of society, as well as those that support youth to devote their energy, enthusiasm and creativity to development and the promotion of mutual understanding.

In closing, please allow me to reiterate my sincere thanks to Cairo University for hosting this great event. I thank you for your participation and we look forward to hearing your inputs and views for advancing the full and effective participation of youth in all aspects of society. 
Thank You.
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