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Statement by UNDP Resident Representative

on the occasion of the workshop on 
“Best Practices for Achieving Transparency, Integrity and Combating Corruption in the Asian-Middle East Dialogue (AMED) Countries” - December 6th and 7th 2009

  

Your Excellency, Ambassador Raouf Saad, Adviser to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Ahmed Abul Gheit

Your Excellency, Dr. Ahmed Darwish, Minister of State for Administrative Development 

Mr. Sirilaksana Khoman, Chair of the Asian-Middle East Dialogue (AMED) and Representative of the Kingdom of Thailand

Excellencies, Dr. Ali Ali Moselhi, Minister of Social Solidarity 

Members of the Diplomatic Corps, including Ambassador Blankhart of The Netherlands

Distinguished Delegates

Ladies and Gentlemen

It gives me great pleasure to address you today. At the outset allow me to congratulate the Government of Egypt, in particular the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of State for Administrative Development, for their effective collaboration in organizing this event within the forum of the Asian-Middle East Dialogue (AMED) to exchange experiences in the fight against corruption and to review achievements and lessons learned by the AMED countries in this regard. 

I am pleased to note that today’s workshop coincides with the global campaign launched by the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN Office for Drugs and Crime (UNODC) to promote the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) as an important instrument in the international movement against corruption.

Ladies and Gentlemen
 
Fighting corruption is a global issue because it manifests itself in both developing and developed countries, though in different forms and magnitudes. Experience shows that while corruption affects all citizens, it hurts the poor disproportionately by slowing economic development, hindering their access to essential social services, and undermining efforts to build more inclusive government.  The UNCAC recognizes that corruption jeopardizes sustainable development and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, which as you know encompass such crucial objectives as eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary education, promoting gender equity and the empowerment of women, reducing child mortality, combating HIV/AIDS and other major diseases, and ensuring environmental sustainability.

Since the advent of the UNCAC in December 2005 there has been increased demand for support from the UN and other international development partners to establish and strengthen national anti-corruption institutions, develop strategies and laws to prevent corruption, and design and implement appropriate interventions. Indeed, anti-corruption has become one of the fastest growing areas for UNDP and an area where the UN, and in particular UNDP and UNODC, are working closely together to “Deliver as One”, which is facilitated by a co-operation framework signed between the two agencies in December 2008.

In Egypt, UNDP has been working with the Government to expand its work to fight corruption. With the Ministry of Administrative Development, UNDP is helping to promote e-government, which is an excellent tool to enhance citizens’ access to government services while simultaneously curbing opportunities for corruption in public transactions.  This experience will soon be applied to our cooperation with the Ministry of Justice to integrate information communications technology in Family Courts and to establish access to these courts through an e-government services web portal. 

Also, in collaboration with the Ministry of Investment and with support from the Government of The Netherlands, UNDP is helping to enhance transparency and combat corruption so as to strengthen the environment for investment.  This is to be achieved through the establishment of a Transparency Centre, developing a “Transparency Code for Companies”, building the training capacity and knowledge base of the Egyptian Institute of Directors in transparency and anti-corruption, strengthening the capacity of the media to undertake investigative journalism in this area, and establishing a forum for the exchange of lessons learned and best practices between local business and multinational firms to promote transparency.  

Moreover, as part of our collaboration with Ministry of Foreign Affairs, UNDP is supporting the training of public prosecutors on anti-corruption measures within the framework of a major capacity development programme on human rights that enjoys the support of our development partners, namely the European Union, the Governments of The Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, as well as the Ford Foundation.    

Finally, I would like to highlight the establishment of the Transparency and Integrity Committee in 2007, which marks an important step by the Government of Egypt in its fight against corruption.  Recently, UNDP and the Ministry of Administrative Development have entered into a new partnership that is designed to strengthen the capacity of this Committee, and in particular its Governance Center, in the areas of policy development, advocacy and the generation of knowledge on anti-corruption in the civil service. This will include steps to set up an ombudsman system, increase the transparency of the national budget, build the capacity of local councils, develop a code of conduct for the Egyptian civil service, and identify national indicators for assessing corruption.  I am pleased to note the concerted efforts of the Ministry to move forward with this new initiative.  Already the project has facilitated awareness on international experiences with anti-corruption review mechanisms in preparation for the UNCAC Conference of State Parties held recently in Doha, as well as the organization of today’s workshop with AMED. I am also pleased to note that members of the Transparency and Integrity Committee who participated in the UNCAC Conference of States Parties are contributing to a national dialogue on the UNCAC, transparency and anti-corruption. 

Ladies and Gentlemen

I wish to seize this opportunity to express my appreciation for excellent platform provided by the Asian-Middle East Dialogue (AMED) to promote South-South Cooperation, including the exchange of experiences and best practices on difficult and sensitive - but not impossible to address - issues such as corruption. I would like to congratulate the Government of Egypt for helping to set up this forum back in 2005 as well as for having the wisdom to tap into it so as to build on best practices and lessons learned in Asia and within this region to combat corruption and promote transparency.   This is yet another example where South-South Cooperation constitutes a valuable instrument in the development cooperation toolkit to foster development progress and build partnerships between regions on common development challenges.  

Ladies and Gentlemen

In closing allow me to quote UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who recently stated:

“It is not only governments and financial institutions that need to do more to prevent corruption and strengthen integrity. Corruption affects us all. It weakens democratic institutions, undermines the rule of law……………Let us all do our part to strengthen integrity, play by the rules, and turn the tide against this global menace. As UNODC/UNDP anti-corruption campaign states, your "no" counts”.

On this note, allow me to pledge the continued support of the United Nations for national efforts to more fully achieve transparency, integrity, and combat corruption.

Thank you.

