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	Disability Dialogue Day



	

October 25, 2009 - Under the auspices H.E. Dr. Ali El Moselhi, Minister of Social Solidarity, The Ministry of Social Solidarity (MOSS) is hosting Disability Dialogue Day to discuss the implementation of the United Nations (UN) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Egypt and the role of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in empowering people with disabilities and support the work of the Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Disabled People Organizations (DPOs). The discussion day is organized the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Ministry of Social Solidarity as well as the Microsoft and Vodafone foundation.

Main stakeholders in field of disability field including; NGOs, DPOs, activists, and journalists, in Egypt are participating in this event.

The Disability Dialogue Day is to provide a platform for exchanging views regarding the revision of the existing legal framework affecting persons with disabilities, in the light of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, ratified by Egypt. Further, the event is to initiate a dialogue among disability actors and thereby enhance coordination and coherence in view of the revision of the legislation on disability. Additional, a presentation of the UN joint programme “Integrated programme to promote the rights of persons with disabilities” implemented in partnership with the Ministry of Social Solidarity will be given. The event will open the floor for discussing the role of ICTs in empowering persons with disabilities.

It is worth highlighting, that Microsoft Egypt is committed to build the capacity of NGOs in both ICT and business skills to increase their efficiency and therefore their impact on society. They work closely with MOSS and UNDP to achieve this end. Windows 7, which is currently available to NGOs for free subject to application, incorporates features that make this software more accessible to people with disabilities.

Finally, the Vodafone Foundation will announce a call for proposal for an NGO project in the field of supporting people with disabilities. Noteworthy, that the Vodafone foundation, in partnership with UNDP, has played a positive role in assisting disabled people via developing the first multimedia dictionary for sign language and establishing various ICT centers for people special needs.



