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The UN Supports the Government of Egypt in Combating Human Trafficking
Cairo, 9 September, 2009 – Tomorrow will see the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the National Center for Criminological and Social Research and the Human Rights Capacity Building Project (BENAA) in order to start conducting a one-year integrated study to assess the scope and prevalence of Human Trafficking in Egypt.
Human Trafficking is a global phenomenon that affects virtually every country. It is a clear violation of human rights. The United Nations is pleased to support the Government of Egypt’s efforts to better assess this problem and adopt corrective measures. 

In 2007, the Government of Egypt established the National Coordinating Committee to Combat and Prevent Trafficking in Persons, headed by the Assistant Foreign Minister for International Organizations, in recognition of the multi-faceted nature of the problem of human trafficking, which demands the adoption of an integrated approach. Earlier this year, this Committee requested the National Centre for Criminological and Social Research (NCCSR) to undertake research on the status of human trafficking. It also sought the technical and financial support for this initiative from the United Nations. 

In response, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the International Labour Organization (ILO), as well as the International Organization for Migration (IOM), have agreed to support the NCCSR to conduct a comprehensive nationwide study on human trafficking trends in Egypt. Based on the findings of this study, it is expected that these United Nations agencies and the IOM will support Government in expanding its efforts to tackle human trafficking, with a special focus on raising public awareness through media campaigns and building the capacities of relevant stakeholders. 
Earlier this year, the IOM, in close cooperation with UNHCR, UNICEF, UNODC, UNDP, UNIFEM and UNFPA, conducted a workshop chaired by H.E Ambassador Naela Gabr, Assistant Foreign Minister for International Organizations. The purpose of the workshop was to familiarize the research team with various concepts relevant to human trafficking and to foster awareness on the nexus between migration, trafficking and migrant smuggling. Prior to that, in December 2008, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the IOM also organized the first ‘Regional Expert Meeting on Rights-Based Assistance to Victims of Trafficking’, which was held under the auspices of Madam Suzanne Mubarak, the First Lady of Egypt.
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