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	AT A GLANCE:


UNDP's Area of Work: Democratic Governance
Type of Activity: Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)  

Partner(s): National Council for Childhood and Motherhood (NCCM)
Location: Cairo

Duration: 2009 - 2012
Total Budget: US$ 7,000,000
Donor(s): Netherlands, GTZ, UNFPA, UNIFEM, UNICEF and UNDP


DETAILS:

The new Abandonment of FGM & Empowerment of families Joint Programme aims to continue addressing FGM within the context of a larger Family Empowerment Package.  The programme is designed to meet the priority issues addressed by the newly established Ministry of State for Family and Population.  There is a primary concern for the Ministry to improve the quality of lives of families with a special focus on marginalized ones; thus the new programme shall cater to national priorities.  The national partner also envisions a dire need to continue pushing anti-FGM momentum and hype to implement the criminalization of FGM according to the Egyptian Penal Code (Law passed in June 2008). In addition to the detriments of FGM, the family rights package of the project shall address the following:

· Economic empowerment through microcredit loans.

· Early childhood development (childcare, nutrition, etc).

· Formulation, dissemination and capacity building for a comprehensive socio-cultural family rights counseling package that includes early marriage, maternal child care & family planning, nutrition, etc.       

· Domestic & Violence against Children Package within the context of the Child Law amendments passed in June 2008.

· Advocacy component to keep the momentum and maintain family rights and FGM on the agenda of decision makers and media personnel on both local and national levels. This component will incorporate the following activities:

· Production and airing of audio-visual materials

· Supporting an ongoing enlightened dialogue to dilute conservative trends at the governorate level through a series of religious socio-cultural forums in 10 governorates in addition to Cairo. 

The program will continue the implementation of key interventions related to FGM such as the community initiatives which started in the first phase of the project (awareness on FGM, functional literacy classes etc.) in addition to the implementation of villages’ declarations to ensure that public hype is maintained at the local level with regards to FGM.  Furthermore, the program needs to maintain FGM on the media agenda in order to continue the advocacy for the criminalization of FGM.  
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