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Rights of Persons with Disabilities   
AT A GLANCE:
 
Type of Activity: Joint Programme on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities   
 
Partner(s): Ministry of Social Solidarity, UNDP, ILO, UNICEF, WHO 
 
Location: Egypt
 
Duration: 2009– 2013 
 
Total Budget: US$ 1,000,000
 
Donor(s): Ministry of Social Solidarity and UNDP
 
Status: Operational


DETAILS:
 

Background 

The entry into force of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities marked a major milestone in the effort to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms of persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity.  The Convention received its 20th ratification on 3 April 2008, triggering its entry into force, along with its Optional Protocol, in May 2008. The new Convention is a legally binding international Human Rights treaty which becomes part of the United Nations Human Rights machinery. It is the first Convention that has been adopted in this century and the first to be signed in the past 16 years. At present, 57 countries have ratified the Convention, including the Arab Republic of Egypt, which ratified the instrument on 14th April 2008. Those countries that ratified this Convention committed themselves internationally to implement the provisions of this legal text. 
In this context, the JP will serve as a framework to translate the Convention into practice in Egypt.
In Egypt there is no consensus on the figures on disability. Estimates indicate that 3.4% of the populations are classified as having a disability, with approximately 25% of the population affected indirectly, as family members and caregivers of disabled persons. Some other estimates put the figures around 7% to 10%. To underscore the issue of scarcity of data, it is important to underline that people are reluctant to disclose information about the presence of disabled member in their family; if that factor is taken into account, the prevalence of disability may show an upward surge.  This would add up to thousands of people whose lives are affected by the way in which their communities and societies perceive disability or react to it.  The aim of this joint programme is to support Egypt in its efforts to fully realize the rights of this large segment of population, in the light of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

 

The Joint Programme
Disability is an issue that affects individuals on every dimension throughout their life; given the complexity and multifaceted nature of the problem, the programme will approach the issue of persons with disabilities through a comprehensive strategy addressing key inter-related areas:
1. Legal framework: the programme will support the formulation of a new Law on disability, ensuring compliance with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
2. Policy level: a National Disability Action Plan will be formulated that puts forth an ‘implementable’ strategy to translate the provisions of the Convention into practice. Based on the priorities identified during the formulation process, one or more pilot project(s) for people with disabilities will be implemented at the community level. 
3.  Awareness-raising: the programme will also promote initiatives (training sessions, information kits) targeting media and communities in order to promote positive attitudes towards people with disabilities
4. Stakeholder involvement: people with disabilities, through their representative organizations, will be directly involved in the formulation of the Law and National Action Plan.  An Advisory Board of experts on disability along with other partners committed in the disability field  will support this endeavor, providing guidance and technical expertise throughout the implementation of the project. By linking civil society organizations and other partners for development, this joint programme will facilitate the establishment of a platform of national and international actors working on disabilities in Egypt. 
CONTACTS:
Mr. Sherif El Tokali 
Sherif.el.tokali@undp.org 
Ms. Clara Di Dio
Clara.didio@undp.org
RELATED LINKS AND DOCUMENTS:
Project Document

