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PRESS BRIEF FIVE: YOUTH STRATEGY FOR EGYPT
Public policy and institutions are only very slowly emerging to create a different set of conditions to help forge a new life course for Egypt’s youth. A significant step taken by the Government of Egypt has been to create a National Youth Council (mandated to enhance youth engagement and contribution to public affairs. This Council has — for the first time — produced a unified document outlining the parameters of a proposed National Youth Policy, to be discussed and ratified at the national policy level. This was created after extensive deliberations with private and non-government organizations responsible for youth activities and is a promising step towards a national integrated and inclusive reform strategy to better serve Egyptian youth and cater to their diverse needs. The strategy will require a high level of cooperation between official and youth entities and will feed an action plan defining clear roles and responsibilities for government, civil society, business and NGOs. 
The proposed policy paper is divided into 12 different sectors and provides an ambitious set of objectives for each area identified as vital for the well-being of young people in Egypt. This is a start and it is hoped that a full national program will emerge in response to this initial initiative at addressing young people’s role as a valuable resource towards achieving development goals.
1. Employment: 

· Developing and implementing a national employment strategy based on a partnership between public, private and civil society organizations;

· Promoting a culture of entrepreneurship and self-employment;

· Providing adequate funding for small projects for young people;

· Encouraging the private sector to provide training opportunities and volunteer work for young people; 

· Determining an employment quota for youth with special needs;

· Promoting awareness among youth concerning labor laws and rights.
2. Political Participation:

· Instilling the value of participation in youth through educational institutes, the media and civil society;

· Expanding civic education and young leaders programs that foster knowledge of political systems, citizens’ rights and duties;

· Calling on political parties to provide an opportunity for youth to take on leadership positions.
3. Education:

· Enhancing the role of youth in formulating and reviewing educational policies;

· Combating the ‘drop-out’ phenomenon in education;

· Improving technical education; 

· Boosting the relationship between the private sector and educational institutions with the purpose of increasing training and employment opportunities.
4. Health:

· Developing an overall framework for dealing with youth health;

· Increasing awareness campaigns regarding addiction, transfer of contagious diseases and family planning;

· Conducting studies on nutritional habits of young people;

· Supporting the partnerships between public, private and civil society organizations providing health services to youth.
5. Population:
· Introducing population education programs at various education stages;

· Expanding the reliance on youth in family planning awareness campaigns;

· Making use of youth public service programs in serving the objectives of Family Planning.
6. Culture:

· Developing a comprehensive framework for cultural work related to youth;

· Developing the infrastructure for cultural institutions to enable better cultural development of youth;

· Providing more space for the private sector and civil society to participate in the development of the societal cultural infrastructure.
7. Mass Media:

-Giving more opportunity to youth to participate in the public policy making process for mass media; 

-Devoting more space for coverage of youth issues in the media;

-Using more of an interactive communication style in the media discourse;

-Encouraging the issuance of newspapers, magazines and electronic websites that deal with youth issues.
8. Social Activities and Volunteer Work:

· Supporting the role of youth in civil society organizations and NGOs and allocating a number of seats in their governing bodies to young people;

· Promoting the culture of volunteerism and social responsibility among youth.
9. Social Welfare:

· Intensifying awareness campaigns by youth and targeting the protection of youth from all forms of deviant behavior, especially addiction and extremism; 

· Supporting government and civil society organizations working on the provision of social and psychological care to young people.
10. Sports and Recreation:

· Paying more attention to sports activities in schools and universities and providing educational institutions with the required resources to establish the required courts and gyms;

· Expanding the establishment of sports courts and encouraging the private sector and civil society to help achieve that goal;

· Supporting and developing youth festivals and sports tournaments at the national, local and regional levels.
11. Environment:

· Emphasizing the importance of environmental issues in educational curricula;

· Providing adequate training to teachers on environmental issues;

· Encouraging the participation of youth in spreading environmental awareness;

· Encouraging the creation of environment clubs and societies, in schools, universities and clubs;

· Supporting youth NGOs working in the field of the environment.
12. Studies and Research:


· Encouraging the various research departments in ministries concerned with youth to study the issues that are of real concern to young people and come up with recommendations on how to tackle these issues;

· Establishing a Youth Research Center in universities;

· Emphasizing the importance of field research in dealing with youth issues, polling youth opinions on a regular basis and making use of the academic theses and dissertations that deal with youth issues and are available in various universities.
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