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PRESS BRIEF THREE: USING SURVEYS TO MEASURE THE PULSE OF YOUTH IN EGYPT

The 2010 Egypt Human Development Report (EHDR) has extensively used a number of recent surveys to highlight the conditions, characteristics and values of young people in Egypt aged between 18 and 29. 
The report relied primarily on the Survey of Young People in Egypt (SYPE), conducted by the Population Council in 2009. This was based on a nationally representative sample of over 15,000 young people aged 10 to 29, over half of whom are in the age category of 18-29,  and distributed proportionately to population size in all of Egypt’s geographic regions covering all governorates. Data appears throughout the chapters of the EHDR 2010, and focuses on five key life transitions for youth: education, employment, family formation, civic participation, and health. Findings therefore constitute a profile of young people in Egypt and give a flavor of the issues that face this important segment of the population. 

An example of SYPE results focuses on education. While increasing access to education has been a development priority for decades in Egypt, data showed that 11% of youth aged 18-29 have never been to school, 81% of which are girls and most of whom are in rural areas. The correlation between lack of schooling and poverty is very high. More than 57% of those who never enrolled in school are in the region of Upper Egypt where poverty is highest. Poor youth aged 18-29 have been the most disadvantaged in terms of access to preschool at only 11% for the lowest wealth group compared to 70% for the highest income level.  The uneven access to equal opportunity is troubling, since the correlation between preschool attendance and better scores throughout the years of compulsory education is very high. SYPE data also shows that 17% of both girls and boys aged 18-29 drop out of school before finishing compulsory basic education.  Again, the majority (66%) are in rural areas. Students from poor households are more than three times as likely to drop out of school at the end of grades 6 and 9 — as are students from richer households. SYPE also shows that vocational secondary education is the option of the poor, and that 69% of those in vocational schooling are from rural areas. Vocational education is the primary education path for females who continue the education path after the basic education stage. Higher education is the privilege of the richer and urban sectors of society. 74% of those currently enrolled in universities come from richer and usually urban backgrounds. 

A second major survey is the Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIECS) of 2008, which was utilized to extract all of the variables and data pertaining to the age group 18-29. The results have informed the analysis of poverty with evidence that youth represent the most vulnerable age group in terms of income and expenditure.  A second result of analyzing the age specific segment of HIECS is a mapping of youth in terms of several types of deprivation.  In fact, by combining the results of HIECS and of the Demographic Health Survey (DHS) 2008, data was made available on the seven kinds of deprivation including health, education, shelter, nutrition, water, sanitation and information. The DHS also provided information on age of marriage, female genital mutilation (FGM), and it gave evidence that the phenomenon of FGM is receding - even though slowly - in the younger age groups.  

A fourth survey highlighted in the EHDR 2010 is the World Values Survey (WVS), a worldwide investigation of socio-cultural and political change. Its breakdown by age and application to Egypt provides insight into how young people in Egypt perceive the present and the future through a set of beliefs and values; it looks to investigate how the perceptions of young people in Egypt compare or contrast to those of the older generation, as well as how they are similar or different from those of young people in other countries. 
One outcome of the WVS is that Egypt lags relatively in terms of youth aptitude for and fulfillment in their work, when compared to countries with similar social, economic and cultural conditions.  This suggests that the difficulties associated with finding employment impact young people’s priorities strongly. Getting a secure job with a good income becomes more important than other considerations such as personal satisfaction, and youth tend to accept any opening and are reluctant to turn down a lucky break, or risk losing an opportunity.  What is also quite remarkable is that Egypt ranks first in the world in regard to gender differences in work, and leads the list of countries with a heavy patriarchal legacy that discourages female participation.  Similar obstacles are faced in Jordan, India, Morocco and Iran, but not in countries such as Sweden or the USA. This strongly suggests that gender discrimination against women has specific cultural and historical dimensions. Conservative values, possibly based on religious precepts, also still dominate among youth and among most other social segments in Egypt. Egyptian youth ranked third after Morocco and North Korea in holding the state responsible for meeting individuals’ needs.  This expectation is clearly less evident in developed countries such as Sweden, the USA and the UK. It implies that many countries prepare their youth to participate in socially responsible behavior and towards creating a better life. Responses to the question on democracy as a top priority in the coming ten years also indicate a remarkably low rating for Egypt.  The percentage of youth who believe in the people’s participation in government decision-making as a top priority does not exceed 11% and it is higher among males with university education. The main concern remains jobs and employment.
For the purpose of the EHDR 2010, two other specific studies were undertaken: the first on perceptions and attitudes to political participation of young Egyptians, and the second to determine the extent of success of electronic democracy’via the Internet.  In both cases, an informal approach was used on a small sample selection, so while the results cannot necessarily be interpreted as scientific, they provide an extremely valuable glimpse into the thinking of a segment of young Egyptians at the university level and/or with access to the Internet.  

According to the first study, youth in Egypt by a large majority, see political activities as useless and incapable of making a difference to their more immediate problems or addressing their real concerns. One general implication was that young peoples’ preoccupations are more closely associated to qualms rather than to political aspirations.  The significant lack of participation in public affairs may be attributed to several factors, including cultural and social aspects whereby families generally advocate individual rather than collective dealings, and discourage political participation.  Additionally, there exist feelings among youth that the state does not extend any services to them, and youth tend to fear that the only means for social mobility are bribery, favoritism and bypassing the law, which breeds a feeling of hopelessness and drives some to seek refuge in extremism, drugs or crime. 

The Internet may be a useful tool for measuring political, social and economic trends, even if the picture presented in the second study is partial and limited. The importance of the Internet lies in the fact that it is the only online means available for measuring youth's political participation. In Egypt, it has become a tool with some weight in calling for certain types of collective activity. Nevertheless, one finding is that most young people are extremely reserved when it comes to putting their names and personal details explicitly on the Internet. This is perhaps out of fear of legal accountability or because it may run counter to state policies, as there have been cases in Egypt when young bloggers have faced prosecution and imprisonment for their views. The measurement of frequently used terminology on sites confirms that certain issues are of special interest to youth, while others elicit no interest or are expressed inaccurately. It is observed, for example, that most speak about state corruption as a foregone conclusion, and it appears that the state has not yet countered this perception. Government has a poor presence on the Internet, and its presence is not interactive, which is an issue that requires review and serious improvement if the state wishes to engage in democratic dialogue.

Overall, some of the survey results presented no surprise, while others were unexpected and shed new light on young people, their aspirations, and lifestyle. But all paint a vivid picture of the state of Egypt’s youth today, as expressed by young people themselves.
[image: image1.jpg] 2010


